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Canadian Berry Trial Network and Stage 3 Strawberry Breeding Trial

By: Drs. Eric Gerbrandt and Michael Dossett

With much more detail on the BC Berry Breeding Program being given at the Pacific Agriculture Show in
January, the current article is a brief update on progress through the Canadian Berry Trial Network (CBTN)
and Stage 3 trials of the program. In most years, the replicated yield trials established at Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) Clearbrook Substation in Abbotsford are supplemented with our network of un-
replicated on-farm grower trials. Depending on the availability of new varieties for evaluation in any given
year, we either establish both replicated and on-farm trials or just the former. In 2024, we worked with
our collaborators across the country to coordinate a replicated trial planting with four replications of ten-
plant plots at the Clearbrook Substation.

Day-neutral varieties included in the 2024 planting were ‘Albion’ and ‘Seascape’ as standards from UC Davis
in California and new varieties ‘UC Golden State’, ‘UC Keystone’, and ‘UCD Eclipse’ from UC Davis, ‘Florida
Beauty’ from the University of Florida, LP 18-145R and LP 19-140R from Lareault Nursery in Quebec, and
‘Shannon M. Kent’ from Sweet Darling Sales Inc. in Watsonville, California. Short-day types included K15-
11 and K16-21 from Kentville and new UC Davis varieties, ‘UC Monarch’, and ‘UC Surfline’. Results from
these trials will be shared next year; In the interim, we have two points to highlight:

A breeding selection that looked good in previous plantings (i.e., the first round of CBTN Il in 2023), BC
2101.24, is going to be sent for virus clean up to get to grower trials. This selection retains firmness
through the later stages of ripening and gets better tasting as it ripens, but the concern is that it
may be too dark for fresh.

BC 10-2-1, long the front-runner in the BC Berry Breeding Program, is not an ‘Albion’ replacement but
rather a complement to it. In other regions such as Quebec, it shows better winter survival to
‘Albion’; and across trialing regions it has equivalent or better yields, flavour often noted as slightly
better than ‘Albion’, and fruit size and firmness that are similar to ‘Albion’. On a slightly underripe
berry, ‘Albion’” may be more aromatic than BC 10-2-1, but BC 10-2-1 gets sweeter than ‘Albion’
when fully ripe. In terms of appearance, BC 10-2-1 has a more classical strawberry shape with a
longer “neck” than ‘Albion’ (see Figure 1). The industry is currently working on a path toward com-
mercialization for this selection.

If you would like to learn more about selections in the BC Berry
Breeding Program, summary descriptions are available as separate
PDFs, or if you would like to learn about becoming a grower trial
partner in the future, please reach out to us at

mdossett@bcberrycultivar.com and

research@bcberries.ca

Figure 1. Fruit comparison between day-
neutral selection BC 10-2-1 and ‘Albion’.

BC 10-2-1 (left), ‘Albion’ (right)
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